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Upcoming events

There is a lot going on this spring - bird walks in the morning, afternoon, and
evening, garlic mustard pulls (with garlic mustard pesto!), a fundraiser gathering,
live raptor presentations, meet a state representative in the park, a free movie, and
more! All are listed in Upcoming Events below. 

http://"https//mailchi.mp/a821cafabdc1/al94jfonxt-1666073?e=[UNIQID]"
http://cherokeemarsh.org/newsletters/


Prescribed burn season has begun

The Madison Parks crew has performed prescribed burns at both North and
South Cherokee this spring.

More information
 

Coyote and otter detected on the river this
winter

This winter, with permission from Madison Parks, we placed a trailcam on the
river at South Cherokee for several weeks. The camera captured the coyote
above.

https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/2019-prescribed-burns


Though we saw many otter tracks and slides in the area (above), we once
again failed to capture any otters on camera.

Photo by Sheila Leary

Yahara lake levels task force update
 
Jan Axelson

In the wake of 2018's floods, the Dane County Board adopted Res-227,
calling for a technical report to identify ways to address flooding on the Yahara
chain of lakes and the creation of a task force to make policy



recommendations.
 
A technical work group met from October, 2018, to January, 2019, to evaluate
lake level conditions, model various scenarios that include predicted climate
changes, and identify short- and long-term approaches to improve resiliency for
future events. The work group compiled their findings into a technical report.
 
Over a series of meetings in February and March, a task force reviewed the
technical report findings, received public comment, and made policy
recommendations.

The Friends of Cherokee Marsh board submitted written comments, including:  
 
Cherokee Marsh, at over 3500 acres, is Dane County’s largest wetland.
Located just upstream from Lake Mendota, the marsh borders the upper
Yahara River. Most of the shoreline upstream from Lake Mendota at Cherokee
Marsh is public land purchased with public funds in recognition of the wetlands’
value.
 
The water level on the Yahara River at Cherokee Marsh closely follows the
level of Lake Mendota. During times of high water, wave action causes pieces
of the shoreline wetlands to break off and float downstream, eventually falling
apart to be lost forever. We have observed these losses occurring throughout
high-water periods, not just immediately following sharp rises.
 
These wetland losses are a flooding concern like any other and should be
factored into the decision about how to manage lake levels.

Our comments also included a request for additional scenario modeling,
concern about high water damaging fish habitat, support for preserving the
Waubesa Wetlands, and support for stormwater management
recommendations. Our full comments are in the March 6 Comments Received
on the Yahara Chain of Lakes - Lake Levels Task Force web page.

The task force's final report includes these recommendations:

Continue to implement any tools that may be available to lower lake levels
to DNR designated seasonal minimum levels (3 inches below the
previous mid-range targets) as soon as possible and work to maintain
lakes at that level. This directive will be implemented where possible and
to the extent that managing any given lake will not create flooding on

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/Yahara-Chain-of-Lakes-Lake-Levels-Task-Force


other lakes or other unintended consequences.
To improve flow, continue aquatic plant harvesting and develop a
dredging plan in locations to be determined  between Lake Mendota and
the Stoughton dam in collaboration with the DNR and other units of
government.
Implement the recommendations in the Stormwater Technical Advisory
Committee report.
Proceed with a feasibility study to evaluate the hydraulic and
environmental impacts of pumping water from Lake Waubesa while
rejecting routes that would negatively impact wetlands, conservation
easements, and flooding issues on Badfish Creek.
Provide quarterly updates and review the recommendations annually.

The full set of recommendations is available on the Yahara Chain of Lakes -
Lake Levels Task Force web page.

Photo by Alex Tande

Enjoy nature in Northside conservation parks
 
Jan Axelson
 
Over fifty years ago, the City of Madison purchased land at Cherokee Marsh to
protect areas of wetland, prairie, and oak woods and to serve as a base for
hands-on environmental education for schoolchildren. The park, located at the

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/Yahara-Chain-of-Lakes-Lake-Levels-Task-Force
https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/Yahara-Chain-of-Lakes-Lake-Levels-Task-Force


north end of North Sherman Avenue, remains Madison’s largest.
 
Over time, the city added hundreds of acres to expand the original park, now
called Cherokee Marsh North Unit and also established Cherokee Marsh South
Unit just north of Wheeler Road, and two parks, Cherokee Marsh Mendota Unit
and Meadow Ridge, near Lake Mendota’s northeast shore. These parks are
just four of twenty conservation parks located throughout Madison.
 
Combined, the Northside parks offer over eight miles of walking trails.
Cherokee Marsh’s three units take you through areas of wetlands, oak woods,
and prairies and provide great views of the upper Yahara River. Meadow Ridge
Park has restored prairie and a bear effigy mound.  

Former Conservation Resources Supervisor for Madison Parks Russ Hefty
recalls, “Conservation parks were first defined in the city’s Parks and Open
Space Plan in 1971.” The plan, updated every five years, establishes that
conservation parks are a special type of park managed to preserve native plant
communities, wildlife, and significant natural resources. 
 
To secure the natural beauty and recreational opportunities for current and
future generations, a city ordinance establishes rules for park visitors, including
taking care to leave pets at home, staying on the trails, and not removing or
disturbing the plants or animals (except for invasive plants under the direction
of Parks staff). 

An important piece of preserving the natural communities is management.
Conservation Resources Supervisor Paul Quinlan states, “our natural areas
rely on careful management to reduce threats posed by invasive species, many
of which are not native to our area.” Management strategies include prescribed
burns, forestry mowing, hand pulling, and reintroducing native plants to
degraded areas.
 
Many of our native plants have evolved to survive or even depend on fire.
Periodic prescribed burns, where trained crews set fire to a defined area, are
an important tool that helps native plant populations to thrive. 

Forestry mowing is a tool for clearing aggressive, mostly non-native brush from
forests and other natural areas to make room for an understory of flowers and
grasses. The mower cuts and grinds brush with stems up to six inches in
diameter. Immediately after a forestry mower has passed through an area, the



view isn’t always pretty, but the landscape quickly recovers.

For scattered, small patches of aggressive plants such as garlic mustard, hand
pulling is effective. Madison Parks and the Friends of Cherokee Marsh sponsor
garlic mustard pulling events in the spring.

Spring is a great time to get out and view wildflowers and migrating birds in our
Northside conservation parks. Make it a point to explore these gems this year.
Enjoy a guided walk at Cherokee Marsh, North Unit, every first Sunday of the
month at 1:30 pm.
 
City of Madison conservation parks
cityofmadison.com/parks/find-a-park/conservation
 
Bird & nature outings
cityofmadison.com/parks/events/bird-nature.cfm
 
North Side conservation parks 
 
Cherokee Marsh North Unit
6098 N Sherman Ave
4 miles of trails
 
Cherokee Marsh South Unit
802 Wheeler Road (corner of School Road)
3.1 miles of trails
 
Cherokee Marsh Mendota Unit
Access from Sauthoff Road or Beilfuss Drive (Westport Meadows Park)
0.6 mile of trails
 
Meadow Ridge
4002 Meadow Valley Drive
0.7 mile of trails

A version of this article appeared in the Northside News.

http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/find-a-park/conservation
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/bird-nature.cfm


City will grade North Unit entrance when it
dries  

The entrance road to the North Unit (north end of N. Sherman Ave) is passable
but has deep ruts in some areas so use caution if you visit or park at the
turnaround area by the first gate. When conditions dry out, the City will re-grade
the road.

You can also access the North Unit's trail system from the north end of Burning
Wood Way in the Cherokee Park neighborhood. Follow the rough path along
the west (river) side of the new construction to hook up with the trails. Or use
the opportunity to visit the South or Mendota Units of Cherokee Marsh.

On all of the trails, be prepared for wet ground in spring. 



Earth Day fundraiser at Ale Asylum

As a solar-powered brewery, Ale Asylum loves to celebrate their sustainable
efforts by doing something fun on Earth Day, and they've chosen the Friends of
Cherokee Marsh to do it with!

Join us on Monday, April 22

3 – 9 pm: $1 of every pint sold will benefit Friends of Cherokee Marsh.

Friends board members plan to be present from around 5:30 – 7:30 pm. Look
for our table and stop by and say hi.

5 pm: Tapping of 2015 Aged Tripel Nova (Spoiler alert: the 2019 version will
be available in August.)

Ale Asylum also serves sandwiches, salads, and more.

Ale Asylum is located at 2002 Pankratz St, near the airport, just off
International Ln at Packers Ave.  (map)

https://goo.gl/maps/e2ahMXyG8iL2


Help monitor frogs and toads at Cherokee
Marsh
 
Madison Parks is seeking volunteers to perform Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) frog and toad phenology surveys in various locations at
North and South Cherokee.
 
The surveys require learning the local frog and toad calls (there are nine in our
area) and then visiting a spot twice per week after dark from spring through
early summer and documenting the calls heard.

The Wisconsin Frog and Toad Survey website has links to videos for each
species under “species accounts” here:

http://wiatri.net/inventory/frogtoadsurvey/WIfrogs/SpAccounts.cfm

The short videos contain recordings of the calls for the different species.
You can start by learning the calls of the early species in our area first: wood
frog, boreal chorus frog, spring peeper, and northern leopard frog.

Volunteers should then contact the Wisconsin Frog and Toad Survey staff at
WFTS@wisconsin.gov to register. Program staff will provide more information
and make sure you are ready to collect data using the survey manual and data
sheets.

While this is a DNR citizen science program, Madison Parks is asking
volunteers to consider monitoring in ponds and wetlands in Cherokee Marsh
and other Madison conservation parks, as well as Warner Park and Tenney

http://wiatri.net/Inventory/FrogToadSurvey/
http://wiatri.net/inventory/frogtoadsurvey/WIfrogs/SpAccounts.cfm


Park.

For more information about biological monitoring in the conservation parks and
to learn about locations where Parks would like data, contact: 
 
Paul Quinlan
PQuinlan@cityofmadison.com
608-267-4918
 
More information:
 
Wisconsin frog and toad survey main page
 
Links to phenology survey manual and datasheet

http://wiatri.net/inventory/frogtoadsurvey/
http://wiatri.net/inventory/frogtoadsurvey/Volunteer/phenology.cfm


Meet your Northside Master Naturalists

Paul Noeldner
 
The Madison Friends of Urban Nature (FUN) summer Wisconsin Master
Naturalist class will be offered again this year on six Saturdays in July and
August. This class is a collaborative effort by Madison FUN partner groups
Madison Parks, Madison Audubon, Wild Warner, Friends of Cherokee Marsh
and others. Wisconsin Master Naturalist volunteers enjoy learning about a
variety of topics from the University of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Department of



Natural Resources, and other nature experts.  

The Madison FUN class offers a special focus on urban nature and connecting
communities and children with nature. Many Northside Master Naturalist
graduates are actively engaged with Northside groups:

Tim Nelson served as President of Wild Warner and volunteers frequently with
other local groups including Friends of Cherokee Marsh. After completing the
Master Naturalist program Tim got the opportunity to be a summer volunteer at
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore to assist visiting kayakers, boaters, hikers
and campers, monitor black bear activity and maintain trails and campsites. Tim
also often helps Friends of Cherokee Marsh in removing invasive phragmites
from the Cherokee Marsh State Natural Area. Tim's main project as a member
of Wild Warner is to work with volunteers to remove invasive plants from Castle
Creek and encourage growth of native ones. 

Kathlean Wolf is the current President of Wild Warner and often leads bird and
nature outings at Warner Park, Cherokee Marsh and other Madison locations
with fun topics like "Food, love and life." A born naturalist, Kathlean is often
waist deep in Warner Pond looking at invasives among the cattails and
examining and logging species of fungi in the Warner woods. 

Alex Singer honed his naturalist/guiding skills in the Ecuadorian Amazon, leads
many bird and nature outings, and helps teach new Master Naturalist students.
Alex has been active with the Wild Ones for many years and often volunteers
with Wild Warner and Friends of Cherokee Marsh activities.

Sheila Leary is on the Friends of Cherokee Marsh board and has developed a
brochure and a presentation she uses to give talks to neighborhood groups.  

Please help thank these Master Naturalists and other Northside volunteers for
all their hard work when you see them in our parks and at meetings. If you are
interested in becoming a Master Naturalist Volunteer see the information above
and wimasternaturalist.org/courses to sign up for this year's Madison FUN
Master Naturalist class.

A version of this article appeared in the Northside News.

http://wimasternaturalist.org/courses


Madison Bird and Nature Festival to feature
live raptors

Bring friends, family and children to Warner Park on Sunday afternoon, April
28, and get up close. The 7th annual Madison Bird and Nature Festival features
live raptor presentations by Open Door Bird Sanctuary of Door County at the
Rainbow Shelter from 1 pm to 4 pm. 
 



Children of all ages will enjoy celebrating Earth Day, Arbor Day and
International Migratory Bird Day with lots of hands-on activities, educational
exhibits and nature exploration. Take a Madison Parks hayride, learn about
nature photography, try on a crane suit, make wildflower seed bombs, see live
reptiles up close, draw chalk art, go on a tree walk, help make a bluebird
house, discover tiny aquatics at the pond dipping table, stop for a face painting,
grab a snack at the food cart, and lots more.
 
Free, family friendly, no registration, no pets. Come by bus, bike or foot or enjoy
convenient parking near the Rainbow Shelter between the Warner Park
Community Recreation Center and Mallards stadium. 
 
The 7th Annual Madison FUN Bird and Nature Festival is co-sponsored by
Friends of Urban Nature (FUN) partner groups including Madison Parks,
Madison Audubon, Wild Warner, Friends of Cherokee Marsh, Friends of
Starkweather Creek, and many other Madison area friends and environmental
groups. 
 
Meet nature group volunteers at the event tables and displays and learn about
year round nature activities!  Contact 608-698-0104 for questions or to
volunteer to help at the event.

More information

Free Earth Week movie and panel discussion
 
Hometown Habitat: Stories of bringing nature home
 
Friday April 26, 6 pm  – 7:45 pm
 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/calendar/2019-bird-nature-festival-warner-park


Lakeview Branch Library, 2845 North Sherman Ave (next to Willy Street Co-
op North)
 
See success stories about homeowners, neighborhood groups, parks
departments and developers who are helping bring nature home in their yards,
parks, schools, churches and communities. Learn how individuals can replace
lawn areas with beautiful native flower borders, how developers can create
healthy neighborhoods joined by natural prairie walkways and rain gardens,
and how regional groups can collaborate to plant more native trees.
 
Find out why native species of trees, shrubs and flowers are critically important
for bees, butterflies and other pollinators and for our birds, amphibians and
other wildlife. Enjoy more nature in your daily life while helping improve flood
control and fighting climate change. There will be a panel discussion after each
chapter and opportunity for audience questions.
 
This is an educational showing and space is limited, email
paul_noeldner@hotmail.com to reserve a seat or sign in at the door. Madison
libraries also have individual copies that can be checked out.

Upcoming events

See full calendar
 
Bird and nature outings

http://cherokeemarsh.org/#events


Sun, April 7, 1:30 pm – 3 pm, Cherokee in spring with Master Naturalist
Kathlean Wolf 
AND
Sun, May 5, 1:30 pm – 3 pm, Amazing amphibians with Naturalist Guide Jeff
Steele
AND
first Sunday of EVERY month, year-round, ALWAYS 1:30 pm – 3 pm

Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park, North Unit, 6098 N. Sherman Ave.
Follow N. Sherman Ave. north to the parking lot at the end of the gravel road.
 (map)

Family-friendly bird and nature walks led by naturalist guides and other local
experts.

Sponsored by Madison Parks and the Friends of Cherokee Marsh. Questions?
Contact Paul Noeldner at (608)-698-0104 or paul_noeldner@hotmail.com

Madison Parks Bird and Nature Outings page
 
Evening at Cherokee Marsh - woodcock walk
 
Friday, April 12, 6:30pm – 8:30pm
 
Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park, North Unit, 6098 N. Sherman Ave.
Follow N. Sherman Ave. north to the parking lot at the end of the gravel
road. (map)
 
Join us for an evening at Cherokee Marsh. We are likely to see cranes, observe
the courtship flight of woodcock and snipe, and see several spring migrants.
This trip is sponsored by Madison Audubon and Friends of Cherokee Marsh,
led by Levi Wood and Peter Fissel.
 
Madison Audubon field trip information
 
Walk and talk with State Rep. Melissa Sargent

Friday, April 19, 10:30 – 11:15 am

Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park, North Unit, 6098 N. Sherman Ave.

https://goo.gl/maps/9iTpHFwJPNv
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/bird-nature.cfm
https://goo.gl/maps/9iTpHFwJPNv
https://madisonaudubon.org/field-trips/


Follow N. Sherman Ave. north to the parking lot at the end of the gravel road.
(map)

Take a walk with 48th State Assembly District Representative Melissa Sargent.
Rep. Sargent will be at Cherokee Marsh to share information about the state
budget process and hear your thoughts about protecting our environment and
investing in renewable energies and technologies.
 
Earth Day fundraiser at Ale Asylum

Monday, April 22, 3 – 9 pm

Ale Asylum, 2002 Pankratz St. (map)

See story above in this newsletter for details.
 
Hometown Habitat - free movie
 
Friday April 26, 6 pm – 7:45 pm

Lakeview Branch Library, 2845 North Sherman Ave (next to Willy Street Co-
op North)
 
See story above in this newsletter for details.
 
Earth Day Challenge - garlic mustard pull
 
Saturday, April 27, 10:00 am – 12:00 noon
 
Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park, North Unit, 6098 N. Sherman Ave. 
Follow N. Sherman Ave. north to the parking lot at the end of the gravel road.
(map)
 
Make room for native wildflowers by helping pull garlic mustard in the woods.
No experience needed. Refreshments provided.

Wear long pants and closed-toe shoes. Wear or bring a long-sleeved shirt and
hat.
 
Sign up

https://goo.gl/maps/9iTpHFwJPNv
https://goo.gl/maps/e2ahMXyG8iL2
https://goo.gl/maps/9iTpHFwJPNv
http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/events/earthdaychallenge.cfm


 
Learn about garlic mustard

Questions? Contact Jan at janaxelson@gmail.com or (608) 215-0426
 
Bird and Nature Festival with live raptors

Sunday, April 28, 1 pm – 4 pm

Warner Park, 2930 N Sherman Ave. All activities will take place at the "rainbow
shelter."
 
See story above in this newsletter for details.

Warbler walks
 
Wed, May 8, 6 am – 8 am
AND
Wed, May 15, 6 am – 8 am
 
Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park, North Unit, 6098 N. Sherman Ave.
Follow N. Sherman Ave. north to the parking lot at the end of the gravel road. 
(map)
 
Join us for an early morning walk to look for colorful warblers and other spring
migrants. Sponsored by the Friends of Cherokee Marsh and Madison Audubon
Society. Led by Timothy Baker and Kyle Lindemer.
 
Madison Audubon field trip information
 
Garlic mustard palooza!
 
Saturday, May 18, 10:00 am – 12:00 noon
 
Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park, North Unit, 6098 N. Sherman Ave. 
Follow N. Sherman Ave. north to the parking lot at the end of the gravel road.
(map)
 
Make room for native wildflowers by helping pull garlic mustard in the woods.
No experience needed. Refreshments provided, included garlic mustard pesto

https://sewisc.org/invasives/invasive-plants/65-garlic-mustard
https://goo.gl/maps/9iTpHFwJPNv
https://madisonaudubon.org/field-trips/
https://goo.gl/maps/9iTpHFwJPNv


to try.

Wear long pants and closed-toe shoes. Wear or bring a long-sleeved shirt and
hat.
 
Learn about garlic mustard

Questions? Contact Jan at janaxelson@gmail.com or (608) 215-0426

Paddle Madison's hidden gem with MSCR

Sat, June 22, 9 am to 12 noon

This event from Madison School & Community Recreation (MSCR) requires
registration and may fill so don't delay if interested.

Take a quiet, relaxing trip through Cherokee Marsh. Enjoy wildlife and a
possible side trip to Token creek or the upper Yahara River..

$25.00 (Resident), $37.50 (Non-resident). Teens 16+ may register with a
participating adult.

MSCR provides instruction, life jackets, boats and paddles. Experienced
instructors will contact you prior to each trip and teach everything you need to
successfully navigate the water.

Register (MSCR tour #21809)
 
Board meetings

Wed, April 17, 5:30 pm – 7 pm
Wed, May 15, 5:30 pm – 7 pm

Warner Park Community Recreation Center, 1625 Northport Dr (map)

Members and the public are welcome at our monthly board meetings.
Occasionally we reschedule, so contact us to confirm: (608) 215-0426,
janaxelson@gmail.com

https://sewisc.org/invasives/invasive-plants/65-garlic-mustard
https://apm.activecommunities.com/mscractivenet/Activity_Search/paddling-madison-s-hidden-gem-beginner/14654
https://www.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Warner+Park+Community+Recreation+Center,+1625+Northport+Dr,+Madison,+WI+53704,+USA


Receive notices about upcoming events and
volunteer opportunities

Our newsletter comes out six times / year. You can also sign up to receive timely
notices and reminders, including announcements for last-minute events and
volunteer opportunities that don't make it into the newsletter.
  
Sign up to receive notices about upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.
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